Making Sunday Services International Student Friendly
When international students come into church services they commonly find it all a bit overwhelming. Here are a few
suggestions that may prove useful in making Sunday services “international student friendly”.
Welcome





If you know a student is coming, arrange to meet them outside the meeting and go in together
Have key people on the look-out for new internationals at church
Have a simple welcome sheet ready to give them when they come in. Include a welcome message and basic
details about the service in relevant languages.
Use a multi-language welcome screen before service begins

Bibles




Provide Bibles in different languages
Include a note in the welcome sheet in relevant languages: 'If you would like a Bible in [language A] or
[language B] please ask one of the welcome team'.
Place clearly labelled foreign language Bibles around the church for welcome team members to give to those
who ask or congregation members to take for themselves/a friend.

Involvement


Give international students a role. This encourages them, raises the profile of international students to other
members of the church, and will be noticed by new international students who will feel more at home

Leading





Train worship and other leaders so that they are aware of internationals in congregation and don’t say things
like “this is a passage we are all familiar with” etc.
When looking up scriptures if there are pew Bibles give out the page number of the reading so that they can
find it easily.
Where appropriate invite international students to give Bible readings, prayers, or play in the band
Explain clearly what's going on, particularly before any form of interaction like the offering

Sermon



Outline of sermon given out so that they can follow easily and make notes
Offer to meet international students before or after a service to discuss the content of the passage/sermon

Communion




Explaining what is happening at a communion service is the biggest challenge!
Provide explanation of Communion in different languages – for example, a small card in Spanish, Mandarin,
Korean and Japanese
Use the attached explanations of communion in English and Mandarin

COMMUNION SERVICE – A SHORT EXPLANATION
During our service today we will be celebrating “Communion” or “the Lord’s Supper”.
You may wonder what this means!
A little while before Jesus was killed by crucifixion on the cross, he met for a final time with his close friends and
followers called the disciples. In this meeting Jesus and his twelve disciples ate a meal together. In the Bible we
read,
“At that time Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat;
this is my body.’
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. …”
(Matthew’s Gospel Chapter 26, verses 26-28)
This event came to be known as “the Lord’s Supper”.
Jesus had said to his followers,
“Do this in remembrance of me…For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.”
(1 Corinthians 11 23-26)
So, in churches all over the world Christians regularly include a celebration of “the Lord’s supper” in their meetings.
What actually happens?
i)
ii)
iii)

iv)

v)

Some bread is prepared on plates or in baskets. The bread is a SYMBOL of the body of Jesus, sacrificed
when he died an agonizing death on the cross.
Red wine/juice is prepared in cups/glasses. The wine is also a SYMBOL of the blood of Jesus poured out
as he was crucified by nails being driven through his hands and feet when he was hung on the cross.
One or two people will lead prayers of thanksgiving to God for the life, death and resurrection (coming
back to life) of Jesus Christ. These prayers will include confession of wrong, selfish attitudes in our
hearts, thoughts and behaviour which have offended God and hurt other people. We will remember
that it is only because of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross that there is any basis for coming to God to
ask for His forgiveness and cleansing.
The plates or baskets of bread will then be passed to everyone in the church. Each person will take a
small piece and eat this remembering the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross and thanking God for His
forgiveness and goodness.
However, if you are not yet a Christian, please don’t worry about just passing the bread along the row to
the next person. No one will mind about this and it is better not to eat this bread until you really know
that you are following Jesus Christ.
Similarly the wine/juice will be passed along to each person. Again, if you are not yet a Christian, please
just pass the wine/juice to the next person.

