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Leading Thoughts
The international café is something like ‘base camp’ for 
international student ministry. 

Most of us will 
be involved or 
will know very 
well how an 
international 

café is great 
for welcoming 

students from all 
around the world, 

for introducing language-based games to 
improve English levels, and as a way of 
developing friendships. Friendship is the  
goal, but also the very starting point.

Jesus says that true friendship involves 
making known what the Father has made 
known to us (John 15:15), so a fresh look at 
cafés will help us think this through.

Though the café model is extremely flexible 
and varies from location to location, the 
enduring aim of any international café is the 
same. That is to develop friendships with 
international students and to give them an 
opportunity to consider the claims of Christ.

Allied to this aim, and a fitting partner to 
cafés, is the (increasingly neglected) Christian 
art of hospitality. Hosting an international 
student, even for just one meal, gives great 

opportunities for building friendships and 
sharing faith. So, it is timely to be reflecting 
on hospitality and hosting schemes (p 8-9).

May I encourage you to investigate where 
your local international student café is 
and how you can get involved? Maybe this 
year you can start to befriend and host 
international students and show them the 
love of Christ? The ministry is only able 
to function with the help of countless 
volunteers. On page 10 you will see that 
beyond cafés, there are a number of ways 
that volunteers can engage with the work 
and serve international students.

Thank you for your partnership, may this 
issue of Opportunity encourage you, and 
help you think through the possibilities for 
student engagement in your city.

Alan 
Alan Tower, Friends International 
National Director
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Evangelical Alliance and Global Connections.
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“ …I have called you  
friends, for everything that 
I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you.” 
John 15:15b ”

Hosting at Christmas

Our Christmas 
Day in Dundee
Many international students expect a public festival on 
the streets on Christmas Day. However, in Britain we 
celebrate in the warm, behind closed doors. 

One Pakistani student walked into the city centre on 
Christmas Day and found nobody there. He went  
home and emailed Mum, “The people of Dundee don’t 
celebrate Christmas!” 

About 25 years ago, my husband and I began opening our 
home to international students for a Christmas Day meal. 

Some came to church in the morning, others arrived 
during the afternoon. We bought Halal turkey and vegan 
food, to include everyone. Students entertained the 
guests while we finished preparing the meal. Then we ate 
late afternoon. People were delighted to be in a family 
home at Christmas.

Word spread, and we began to squash in about 30 each 
year. We had to move to a bigger venue, so we started 
using a local church. 

Last year, over 90 came! Christian international students 
and volunteers now help with transport, cooking and 
organising games. 

To create a home-like atmosphere, we set up areas for 
Christmas crafts, games, sitting comfortably to 

chat, or reading Nativity books to the children. 
People decorate Christmas baubles with 

the word “Joy” or “Peace” in their own 
language, and we show videos of the 
Christmas Story.

The students remember the day fondly, 
and really value the fact that we are willing 

to share with them something that is 
significant to us.

Ruth Farquhar, Dundee Staff Worker

About 25 
years ago, my 
husband and I 

began opening our 
home to international 

students for a 
Christmas Day 

meal.

”
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International 
Cafés

International 
Student Cafés

“A Chinese  
research student came 

to World Café a couple of 
weeks ago. He said he had been 

in Norwich for a month, but in that 
time hadn’t had a single conversation 

with a local person. His department was 
full of fellow Chinese research workers. 

He was delighted to come to World 
Café and to speak English with 

someone.” 

Norwich Staff  
Worker

”

There are now over 100 
international student 
cafés in almost 50 towns 
and cities across the UK.

On the next two pages 
we hear from a couple 
of these cafés, how they 
are a huge blessing to 
students and incredibly 
fruitful for churches.

International 
Cafés

The Best Café in Town
Hello everyone, I am Rosy from Taiwan. I 
graduated from Newcastle University with 
a Master’s in Film Theory and Practice, in 
December 2016. 

During the time I lived in Newcastle, there 
was one special café I would go to every 
Monday evening – the Globe Café in  
Jesmond Parish Church (JPC). 

It is not an ordinary café like Starbucks 
or Costa. It’s a café run by Christians for 
international students to practise their English 
and learn more about British culture. We have 
a meal together; do many interesting activities 
depending on the theme of that week, for 
example, Bonfire Night, English afternoon tea, 
gingerbread man decorating, etc. It’s great fun. 
You don’t need to be a Christian to join the 
café – everyone is welcome!

I started to come to the Globe Café when I 
arrived in Newcastle in September 2015. In the 
beginning, I went just because, at the time, 
it happened right after JPCi’s Bible study. We 
usually continued the conversation from the 
study. However, as I went there more often, 

I found that you could do far more than 
that. I enjoyed the warm welcome and 

fun activities, but also enjoyed the 
opportunities to share my faith 

with other international 
students during  

table discussions. 

I always remember the first Globe Café 
I attended – a Ceilidh dance, which is 
traditional Scottish dancing. I was so excited 
when I learnt this kind of dance. It reminded 
me of the ballroom scene in my favourite 
film, Pride and Prejudice (although I found 
out in the end they were actually two 
different kinds of dances). 

One thing that impresses me about the 
Globe Café is the volunteers. They are 
servant hearted, open and generous. Some 
volunteers are students from Newcastle 
University Christian Union; some come after 
they finish work; some are older people who 
are retired. What surprises me most is that 
they all come from different churches. 

It’s really a beautiful picture of people from 
different backgrounds and different churches 
working with one heart to bring people to 
know God. 
This article was originally published in JOURNEY 
(Issue 2; Spring 2017).

Words: Rosy Chen Photos: Dorothy Chong
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International 
Cafés

International 
Cafés

Café International in Bath
It was at the end of the 2006 academic year 
when a small group of volunteers gathered 
in the Widcombe Church kitchen and came 
up with the name Café International for the 
Tuesday international outreach event.

In those days, when we met in the basement 
of Widcombe Church, we would have been 
happy with a crowd of 20 or 30 students at 
the café.

In the last 10 years it’s so encouraging to 
see how God has developed the ministry. 
We outgrew the basement space between 

2007 and 2011, and then outgrew the church 
hall between 2011 and today. Over the last 
five years we have seen a steady increase 
in attendances, and the total number of 
people to come through the doors of Café 
International has increased from 128 in  
2011-12 to 402 in 2017-18!

Over the course of those 10 years the café 
has seen many changes, not least to the 
format and structure of how things are run. 
These days the café has a familiar structure 
each week, with slight variation based on 
the event. Typically we look at a different 
culture or an aspect of British culture and 
have a main meal with discussion questions 
followed by a short cultural talk. Later in the 
evening we hear from one of the volunteers 
on how being a Christian makes a difference 
to their lives and then we have an optional 

talk or Bible study available.

As well as high numbers of students 
we are seeing significant interest 

in the gospel, with conversations 
about God happening on most 

tables each week. Many 
Chinese students who are 
not Christians are going 
regularly to the Chinese 
Christian Fellowship (30-
40 each week), where 
they are learning from 
the Bible. We also have 
students regularly 
attending English 
speaking one-to-one  
(or small group)  
Bible studies.

Adam Kinnison, Bath 
Staff Worker

Find our guide to setting up a café plus  
other useful resources on our website at:  
www.friendsinternational.uk/resources  
(There’s a dedicated resources folder called  
‘Café Ministry’)

How do 
I start an 
international 
student café? 

Most common café 
  names used:

Globe Café 
20%

International 
Café 20%

iCafé  
9%

Global  
Café 6%

Conversation 
Café 5%

World Café 
2%

Other  
38%

Conversations 
about God 

happening on 
most tables 
each week.

”
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Hospitality

Opening our Hearts; 
Opening our Homes

Some international students will never have 
the opportunity to even step inside a British 
home. With our hosting schemes they get 
invited in, offered friendship and given a 
warm meal. 

Last year we arranged hosting for over 900 
international students in 30 different UK cities.

Typically we arrange for a student to join 
a host for a meal or afternoon; other 
organisations such as HOST UK (opposite) 
offer students the chance to stay for a 
weekend with a host.

HOST UK:  
A Hosting 
Opportunity 
Ruth Kearns, PR & Marketing 
Officer for HOST UK, answers 
our questions…
Who are HOST UK? 
HOST UK is a small charity with a big brief. Our 
mission is to promote international friendship 
and understanding, establishing a world more 
informed and accepting of different cultures. 
We were set up in 1987 by the British Council, 
the Foreign & Commonwealth Office and the 
Victoria League.

What do HOST UK do? 
We offer international students studying 
here in the UK, the opportunity to spend a 
weekend in a British home, enjoying British 
hospitality and culture and experiencing 
something of our daily lives.

How does HOST UK run? 
We are represented in over 80 International 
Offices in UK universities and colleges and 
are supported by 30 volunteer Regional 
Organisers and over 1500 volunteer hosts. 
Through this network, we arrange for 
international students to enjoy invaluable 
face-to-face encounters with British 
hosts, giving enormous pleasure to 

both student guest and host. Such 
visits address student loneliness 
while bringing us closer together. 

How can hosts get involved? 
We always need more volunteer 
hosts. The commitment need not 
be onerous, one or two offers of 
hospitality a year would make 
a big difference – we often 
find that hosts enjoy the 
experience so much they are 
happy to offer more. More 
information can be found 
at www.hostuk.org 

Offering hospitality to international students 
is an amazing way to meet new people, learn 
about other cultures and show God’s love.

Become a 
Friends 

International host 
or find out more  

at: www.
friendsinternational.

uk/host

w

“…I was a 
stranger and 

you invited me 
in…” Matthew 

25:35

”
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Volunteer 
Options

Volunteer Opportunities:  
How you can make an impact…

Latest  
News

Latest News

Legacy Giving
We have been financially blessed 
in the past 12 months because of 
faithful individuals who have included 
Friends International in their will. This 
way of giving ensures that students in 
the years to come will continue to have the 
chance to hear the gospel. 

App Update
The new Friends International app has experienced 
incredible success in its first few months. Almost 
2,500 students have registered on the app and are 
using it to find their local events and activities.

Perhaps international students near you could use it to  
find your church events? Contact us to find out more.

Page 11

Blog 

Alessandra, our current 
international student 

blogger, has attracted a loyal 
following and is continuing to 
write with emotion and clarity. 

You can follow her posts on 
our app or online at: www.
friendsinternational.uk/

blog

w
You too can 

include a gift in 
your will to Friends 

International. Please 
do contact us if you 

would like more 
information.

Join a  
Café Team 
As you have read in this 
edition of Opportunity 
there are cafés all over the 

UK relying heavily on volunteers. Find your 
local international café and go along!

www.friendsinternational.uk

Join a  
Summer Team 
Every summer we have 
outreach teams in 7 or 8 

different cities. Usually running for a period 
of two weeks, these teams are an exciting 
way to learn all about international  
student outreach.

www.friendsinternational.uk/summerteams

Join the Meet 
& Greet Team
Every September the Meet 
& Greet Team welcomes and 
aids arriving international 

students at Heathrow airport. This is done in 
conjunction with Heathrow Chaplaincy.

www.friendsinternational.uk/meetandgreet

Host an 
International 
Student
There are hosting 

opportunities in many cities. Welcoming an 
international student into your home for a 
meal can be such an enriching experience.

www.friendsinternational.uk/host



44 cities featured

2,500 downloads

300 weekly active users 

70 host requests  
through the app

twitter.com/FriendsInt facebook.com/FriendsInt

The International 
Student App
Use the app to find:

• International cafés
• Hosting schemes
• Day-trips
• English language clubs
• Leadership training courses
• Introductions to British culture
• Introductions to Christianity

The best app for 
international 
students in  
the UK.

FREE  
on Android or 

Apple devices. Search 
‘Friends International’.


