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Leading  
Thoughts

I rarely watch news on TV these days. I now 
watch or read news on my phone mostly, 
f inding it easier to control the daily cascade of 
chaos and f inding balance by looking at some 
‘positive news’ feeds.

In the coming few weeks many international 
students will make the journey to the UK, many 
for the f irst time. They will arrive having read 
and watched lots of negative news stories 
about the UK in recent months. They could be 
forgiven for having some serious doubts and 
not a little anxiousness about their future. 

We have a unique oppor tunity to share a 
different kind of news and make an altogether 
more positive impression of the UK as a place 
to f lourish. Our passion is to be a people 
who welcome the stranger amongst us with 
kindness, compassion and joyful acceptance. In 
doing so, we win oppor tunities to both live out 
and proclaim the greatest ‘Good News’ story 
there has ever been, a story that has the power 
to change the destinies of individual lives and 
whole nations. The apostle Paul said, “It’s news 
I’m most proud to proclaim, this extraordinary 
message of God’s powerful plan to rescue 
everyone who trusts him...” Romans 1 v16a 
(The Message).

Do you sometimes feel surrounded by bad news?
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“For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes…” 
Romans 1:16

In this issue of Opportunity we feature a number 
of people who par tner with us in the work 
through prayer, volunteering, f inancial giving, and 
other ways. International students get to hear 
the Good News because of these faithful prayer 
warriors and sacrif icial givers. 

We are blessed with an army of volunteers 
who seek to meet, greet, befriend and care for 
international students. They are story tellers’ 
extraordinaire, star ting as helpers, becoming 
friends, evangelists and mentors.

If you are already with us we’d like to say a big thank 
you. We appreciate all you do as we work together 
to share this extraordinary, liberating and joyful Good 
News. If you are inspired to get further involved, we 
offer lots of local help, training and support and we 
have great resources on our website. Please get in 
touch and we’ll help you get started.

Ramsey
Ramsey Pigott, Regional 
Development Director (North)
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vision

As an organisation we want to have a vision 
of the future that appropriately focuses 
our ministry today. To that end we have a 
Vision Statement, Mission Statement and key 
Strategy Areas that we adopt. We would like 
to brief ly share these with you so you can be 
as much a par t of this journey as we are...

A Vision that 
Shapes our Today
Walter C. Wright said that “Vision is seeing 
tomorrow so powerfully that it shapes today.”

Our Vision  
Statement:
To see international students transformed 
by the Good News of Jesus so that they  
fully engage with the mission of the church 
in the world.

That’s our desired future reality where the 
international students that we reach out to 
become people who are completely useful to 
God in His world.

Out of this vision, we have set out our 
mission, the overarching task that we should 
be putting ourselves to. 

Our Mission 
Statement:
To work with the church to communicate 
the Good News of Jesus to international 
students in both word and deed and in 
whole life cross-cultural discipleship.

So, alongside local churches and other 
Christian agencies as God’s people, we speak 
and act to see international students more 
fully released into living as Jesus calls them.

Further, and out of the Mission Statement 
we have resolved to take on key areas of 
ministry that help shape these as a strategy. 
These areas, with specif ic people being 
appointed to lead them and a manageable 
set of key tasks to work on, are: Partnerships, 
Staff ing, Returnees, Hard-to-Reach, Learning 
and Development, Events Speaking, Digital, 
Innovation, Infrastructure, and f inally Resources.

Please pray with us as we seek to ref ine and 
develop our ministry activities through a 
strategy that ref lects our vision and mission.

Alan
Alan Tower
National Director



In this Together:
Meet Our Partners in the Work

Friends International operates with the help of hundreds of partners. 
To show our gratitude, and to exhibit the array of ways that partners 
support the work, the next few pages are dedicated to them.

Karl and Gill McIlwaine 
City: Birmingham
Involvement:
•  Team members at two international student 

cafes for some 15 years.
•  Ran a Seekers Bible study group for 

approximately 12 years.
•  Helped to arrange and run occasional week-

ends in the Lake District.
•  Offered a free editing service to help students 

with their academic writing.

partnerspartners
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“I thank my God  
every time I remember  
you… because of your  
partnership in the gospel…”  
Philippians 1: 3 & 5

Ellen Dennis
City: Southampton
Involvement: 
•  Help with IExplore, a group for internationals 

to explore the Christian faith. 
•  A Friends International rep for my church.
•  Sometimes help with the summer café. 
•  Over the years, I have invited many 

internationals to my home mainly for roast 
dinners. They absolutely love this and it’s 
another oppor tunity to share Jesus with them.

Catherine Ayre
City: Coventry
Involvement: 
•  Use the Prayer Diary as a family.
•  Have given regularly for a number of years.
•  Volunteered at the Globe Cafes in the past.
•  Now a Friends International Aff iliate and lead 

the work at Lower Ford Street Baptist Church.

“We got into the work through a newly converted Chinese couple who told us they had 
become Christians through studying the Bible at an International Student Café. We wanted to 
be part of that work. As ex-teachers, we loved the company of the students and, especially 
the Bible teaching. Their company enriched our lives in retirement and we were thrilled when 
we were able to pass on something of the gospel to people who had virtually zero knowledge 
of Jesus, or the Bible before.”

“I partner with Friends International 
because all of my life, my best friends 
have been people from different countries 
and I have always had a great interest in 
people from overseas. They are so open 
to the gospel and it’s so amazing to see 
what God does in their lives.”

“Friends International has been a huge 
support in my work with international 
students – through local meetings where 
I can share ideas and pray with others, 
and through the teaching and talking to 
other workers at training days and the 
staff conference. I’ve also made good use 
of Friends International’s publications and 
the resources on the website.”



partners

Anonymous
City: Leicester
Involvement:
•  On a rota at church where we take it in turns 

to invite students back for lunch on Sundays.
•  Suppor t a Friends International worker 

f inancially.
•  Housed a Friends International volunteer.
•  Pray for the work.

Do you want to get involved?

Tell us how you want to be involved:
www.friendsinternational.uk/volunteer

partners
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VOLUNTEER PRAY
Pray using our prayer diary:
www.friendsinternational.uk/pray 

DONATE
Give one-off donations or recurring gifts online:
www.friendsinternational.uk/give
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Miriam Gomez
City: I live in Portsmouth, but I come from Madrid
Involvement: 
•  Volunteer at the international student café.
•  Help with outings and events such as TRUE 

Leadership.
•  Pray for the work.
•   Occasionally contribute f inancially to local work.

David Pilkington
City: Formally of Cambridge but  
now retired to Nottingham
Involvement: 
•  A former Trustee & Treasurer.
•  Hosted weekly prayer meeting for the ministry.
•  Financial suppor ter of staff workers in 

Cambridge.
•  Gave free accommodation to Reach Volunteers.
•  Initiated an annual holiday for internationals 

that continues 25 years on.

Mary Salter
Town: Ware, Her tfordshire
Involvement: 
•  Volunteer at the Friends International  

off ices, helping with mailings etc.
•  Give regularly to support the work f inancially.
•  Pray for the ministry.

“I enjoy partnering with Friends 
International because we are encouraged 
in the Old Testament to support ‘the alien 
and the stranger’. I have worked abroad 
in different cultures and appreciated being 
welcomed by those in my host culture. 
We still have freedom in the UK to share 
the Good News about Jesus with those 
who will not have the opportunity to hear 
about Jesus in their homeland. Also, it is 
strategic work in that many international 
students will rise to inf luential positions in 
their home country which may open doors 
to Christian witness.”

“I grew up in Spain, but from 2008 - 2012 
I was an international student in the UK 
(Portsmouth) and China. For this reason 
in October 2016 I decided to help out with 
Friends International, their Monday café 
and weekend outings. I am really enjoying 
meeting with international students, building 
up friendships as well as helping them out 
with practical aspects of their lives that I, as 
an international student, also struggled with 
and found difficult.”

“It’s a very valuable work - to see overseas 
students hearing the Good News about 
Jesus Christ for the f irst time at regular 
cafés put on for them, and especially to 
see some attend one-to-one Bible studies, 
and come to faith. What could be more 
thrilling and God-honouring than to be 
part of that! It is also encouraging to see 
young people giving their time, some for 
several years, to be a volunteer or worker 
because they so long to tell others about 
the Lord Jesus.”

“In 1986, just after I had taken early 
retirement, Richard Weston asked my wife 
and me to takeover leading ‘The Barn’ a 
weekly coffee bar for international students, 
at St Barnabas Church. The Barn had 
various activities and entertainments, and 
halfway through the evening there was a 
Bible discussion. In 1991 we started taking 
groups for a long weekend in Devon. We 
also hosted Visa Courses (exploration of 
Christianity for international students) in 
our house. After our children left home we 
regularly had students who were having 
a year working for Kairos (later Friends 
International) living in our house. This 
continued after my wife (Judith) died until I 
moved to a retirement f lat in Nottingham 
in September 2016. Doing these practical 
activities and seeing how the Lord blessed 
so many students gave purpose to my 
retirement years.”
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All former Reach Volunteers and Supervisors are invited to the 25th 
Anniversary Reunion of The Reach Programme (formerly called ‘ISCS 
Short-Termers’). 
The day will be an exciting time of meeting old friends, reminiscing, and learning about what 
the Reach Programme is like now. The day will coincide with the annual Friends International 
Conference, meaning you will be able to meet all the current Staff and join in with the fellowship 
and teaching. 

When: 13th January 2018 (10:30am - 4:30pm)
Where: The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Alfreton, Derbyshire DE55 1AU
Cost: £20 - early bird price (£25 after October 31st.) Hot lunch included in price.
More info: Email Kah Foon: KahFoon.Gillespie@friendsinternational.uk

reach

Reach Reunion: 
Celebrating 25 Years of the Reach Programme

To book your place at the Reach Reunion please  
go to: www.reach25.eventbrite.com 

Harry (Exeter): 
“Having the time, space and mandate to get 
to know and walk with students, Christian 
and non-Christian, international, and bizarrely 
quite a few Brits, has been an immense 
privilege. With some, we are harvesting fruit, 
others we are watering, some we are sowing 
into and with many we are merely preparing 
the soil. Nevertheless, wherever they are at, 
seeing the Lord begin to impact the lives of 
those that you love and have laboured over 
is incredibly fulf illing and exciting. The world 
is a dark place, and having the opportunity 
to share the light of the world with people 
in darkness has been so rewarding. People 
are precious; being a part of Reach has 
emphasised this to me and given me the 
opportunity to appreciate this fact.”

Reach Volunteers spend a year or two with Friends  
International serving and witnessing to international students.

Last year the Reach Programme had 15 participants spread across 12 UK cities. 8 of them 
were British, and the rest were from China, Colombia, America, Vietnam and Hong Kong.

As their Reach year has come to an end, we asked two of them to share what they 
enjoyed most about the year and what they found challenging…

Reach Ref lections

Rebecca (Cambridge): 
“It has been one of the greatest joys and 
privileges of my life to serve with Friends 
International as a Reach Volunteer in 
Cambridge these past two years. My 
relationship with God has grown deeper, 
and my desire to see the nations come to 
Christ has grown exponentially. This growth 
of faith and conviction has come, in part, 
due to the “hands on” training I’ve received. 
From local to national training seminars 
and conferences, to the opportunity to lead 
international cafés and summer outreach 
teams, I have grown in my abilities to share 
the gospel, read the Bible with international 
students, organise and lead events, and 
shepherd teams of Christian volunteers in 
the hope of reaching the nations for Christ. 
As I leave the UK and my position as a 
Reach Volunteer, I look forward to seeing 
how God will use these experiences for His 
glory in new and different contexts.”



Philip Project Update

Meet Cedella
Cedella is from Ghana and studies adult 
nursing. She attended the 2016-17 Philip Project 
in Southampton.

Why did you decide to do the Philip Project?

“I joined the Philip Project because I wanted 
to develop my knowledge of the Bible for my 
own personal growth, and also to learn how 
to give talks and facilitate Bible studies as I am 
the president of the International Fellowship of 
Christian Students at Southampton University.”

What have been some of the highlights? 

“All of the talks have been so encouraging, 
interesting and eye-opening. I’ve learned so 

much through them and have enjoyed myself 
while doing it. On the whole, the course has 
been an experience that I have loved and will 
keep with me as I go forward in life.”

What are your plans going forward?

“I am hoping to star t a Bible group for 
members of the church around my age 
when I go back to my home church and I 
def initely feel that this course has given me the 
conf idence and tools I need to do that, and has 
provided me with really helpful resources that I 
can use along the way.

For more information about the Philip 
Project go to: www.philipproject.org.uk 

latest newsphilip project

Our Latest News
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Upcoming Film: Home 
Away From Home
A new, exciting f ilm project based on the 
story of an international student is being 
f ilmed in Edinburgh. Friends International 
Aff iliate John-William Noble is making a 
feature-length narrative f ilm about a Chinese 
student who comes to the UK, leaving her 
home country for the f irst time to study. 
Find out more: www.facebook.com/
homeawayfromhomefilm

Welcoming  
New Students! 
This academic year hundreds of thousands 
of new students from all over the world 
will be arriving at UK universities. A simple 
way you can suppor t them is to tell them 
about LIFEUK – A Guide to Life in the UK. 
This is a free app for smart phones or can 
be purchased as a book from our website. 
(www.friendsinternational.uk/shop) 

TRUE Leadership 2017
“TRUE Leadership was really an unforgettable 
experience. We all had some fantastic moments 
communicating and learning from each other. Plus, 
splendid views around the Peak District.” Read the 
full report at www.friendsinternational.uk/news

Summer Teams 2017 
Over the summer our international student 
outreach teams were busy in 8 different cities. 
Hear some of the stories and ref lections on our 
website: www.friendsinternational.uk/news 

This September the Philip Project will 
start again in cities across the UK. 

Through monthly training days, the Philip 
Project aims to raise up faithful Bible 
teachers among Christian international 
students from all over the world, while 
they are residing in the UK.



#InternationalStudentsUK

There are international student activities every 
week! Follow them and share your local events 

using the hashtag

#InternationalStudentsUK

 Facebook.com/FriendsInt
 Twitter.com/FriendsInt


