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Miori’s Testimony:  

“God is waiting 
for you”
I came from Japan to study English at a language school 
in Edinburgh. My English teacher invited me to go on a 
church walk, and that was when I met Richard and Yuko. 
They seemed like nice people, and because they were 
bilingual in English and Japanese, I decided to join them 
for a Bible study. 

I’m not from a religious family. Growing up I never even 
saw a Bible, and so I wasn’t sure of the existence of God, 
let alone Jesus Christ. 

However, from the day I first read the Bible, I was 
fascinated by God’s words and I wanted to know His 
gospel. Maybe it was just instinctive.

I thought it was wonderful that I could know about God 
and what He has done through the Bible. As I continued 
to participate in Bible studies, my understanding 
gradually became deeper. This knowledge of the Bible 
also led me to the conviction that God exists. 

About four months after I started reading the Bible, I 
began attending church services, an Alpha course, and 
various other church events. During this time, when I 

introduced myself to new people, I told them, 
“I’m not a Christian, but I read the Bible and  

I do believe in Jesus”.

At the Edinburgh Japanese Church, 
some Christians told me, “God is 
waiting for you”, and so I began to 
wonder why I wasn’t a Christian – 
but I couldn’t find a reason. Shortly 
after that, I knew that I wanted to 
believe, to be saved, and to walk 

with God forever. So I told Richard 
and Yuko that I wanted to become a 

Christian, and we prayed together. I was  
so happy that I could repent.

Every day, I thank the Lord, I trust the Lord, and I want  
to deepen my faith through the Bible.

Leading Thoughts
‘Change is here to stay’, as they say. 

You will notice our own little change in this new edition of 
Opportunity with its refreshed design, which we hope you like.

Testimony

It may be a new 
look but this 
publication 
will continue 
to deliver 

relevant and 
inspirational 

insights 
covering the breadth 

of international student ministry. 

Another change, and one far more 
exciting, is the new app we are launching 
(p10). It is for international students, and 
we believe it could revolutionise how we 
connect with them. The app, which is 
free to download on Apple and Android 
devices, will contain a wealth of useful 
information for students new to the UK, as 
well as tools for connecting students with 
events local to them.

The main theme, however, of this issue is 
our partnership with churches. In the very 
fabric of who we are and what we do is the 
local church. As a ministry organisation, 
we depend on churches as the location 
and focus of much of what we are involved 

in. We want to help churches flourish in their 
welcome and witness among international 
students. The articles in this edition aim to 
reflect some of our current partnerships with 
churches. Special thanks to church leaders 
who have contributed to the content: John 
Russell, Dave Gobbett, Peter Baker, Graeme 
Fairbairn, and Ramzi Adcock. 

If you are part of a church that wants to go 
deeper into international student ministry, 
you may benefit from our free Church Pack 
(see page 7).

We hope that there is plenty to encourage 
you, and perhaps even get you dreaming 
about engaging with international students 
who live in your locality.

Alan
Alan Tower, Friends International 
National Director

Opportunity is published by Friends International 
Ministries. Editor: Jack Bentley. ©2018.
Friends International, The Rowan Centre, All Nations 
Christian College, Easneye, Ware, Herts SG12 8LX.
Tel: 01920 460006  
Email: info@friendsinternational.uk  
Web: www.friendsinternational.uk
Friends International is a member of the  
Evangelical Alliance and Global Connections.
Registered Charity No. 1094095“ Finally, all of you, be  

like-minded, be  
sympathetic, love one 
another, be compassionate 
and humble.” 1 Peter 3:8 ”

As in Matthew 
7:7 (“Seek and you 

will find”), when  
I sought God as an 
unbeliever, He gave 
me the opportunity  

to believe. I’m  
so grateful!

”
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We offer expertise, focus and resources for international 
student ministry. Yet we rely on Christian students and 
their churches in the welcome, hosting, friendship, 
outreach and discipleship that are so central to all that 
this ministry is. This is vital for our effective involvement 
with the thousands of language school and university-
based visitors to our shores. 

Our Vision Statement includes the prayerful goal: ‘…to 
see international students fully engage with the mission 
of the church in the world.’

So we want to work in partnership with churches, and 
we see the enormous practical advantages of churches 
being at the heart of the Vision and Mission. 

I want to thank the various church leaders who have 
contributed to this article. Your partnership in gospel 
ministry is deeply valued and I am excited for what the 
Lord will do. 

Alan Tower, Friends International National Director

The Church Connection:
International students 
and the crucial role of 
the church.
Our Mission Statement states that 
we… ‘work with the church to 
communicate the good news of 
Jesus to international students…’

Church  
Partnerships

The very fabric 
of Friends 

International is 
church-focused.
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Ramzi Adcock, Executive Minister,  
Jesmond Parish Church in Newcastle

At Jesmond Parish Church, we invest heavily in international student work 
and are delighted to partner with Friends International in this. When people 

ask us why we are so passionate about international students, we have a whole 
list of reasons! Here are just some of them:

It is a God given opportunity. God 
is in control over the coming and 

going of the people of the world. This is an 
amazing gospel opportunity. 

It is strategic. If we reach 
international students here, then 

when they go back home (as most will), they 
can present Christ to their family and friends, 
and have an impact on communities all over 
the world.

Our God loves all people. He 
also has a tender concern for the 

stranger, and those living among us who are 
particularly vulnerable. 

The UK church needs 
encouragement. When we meet non-

Christians who are ready to listen, and when 
some turn to Christ, that reminds us of the 
power of the gospel and encourages us to 
keep speaking boldly about Jesus.

We learn from it. As 
Christians from other 

cultures get involved in the life 
of our church, we are richly 
blessed and learn about the 
universal scope of the gospel. 
It’s obvious that the gospel 
isn’t culturally or ethnically 
bound. Christ is for everyone.

Christians develop a vision for world 
mission and cross-cultural ministry. 

Some develop a commitment to work with 
internationals in this country. Others go 
abroad. Others cross the town and help plant 
a church in a new area. 

Relating cross-culturally is not just 
for a select few gifted individuals. 

But God has especially gifted some of our 
church to relate to those who are different. 
I especially look for those who make deep, 
genuine friendships among internationals.

God is pleased because the great 
commission is being obeyed. This 

alone is reason enough! 
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All article images from Café International at Widcombe 
Baptist Church in Bath.
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Church  
Partnerships

Graeme Fairbairn, Former Lead 
Pastor, Wycliffe Baptist Church  
in Reading
Anyone who lives in a university town or 
city will notice the number of international 
students whom we, as a nation, now host. 
This is undoubtedly one of the ways the Lord 
is fulfilling His purposes to bring the gospel – 
and His blessing – to every nation on earth.

At Wycliffe Baptist Church, we’ve been 
hosting international students from many 
countries for many years. Yet we’re still 
just scratching the surface, and it’s great to 
partner with others who are involved in this 
ministry, like Friends International.

Peter Baker, Senior Pastor, 
Lansdowne Church in Bournemouth
The mission of Lansdowne Church as a 
welcome space for internationals, especially 
students, is served so well by the overlapping 
vision and values of the Friends International 
Staff and Affiliates. 

We continue to have the great privilege of 
baptising disciples of Jesus who later return 
to their family and homeland. 

I have officiated in simultaneous translation 
marriage ceremonies (recently English 
and Slavic), had the joy of Cameroonian 
wedding dancing and rejoiced in giving New 
Testaments to people from the Middle East, 
Asia and Eastern Europe.

I don’t think any of that would have 
happened without the help of the  
agenda set for the local church by  
Friends International. 

John Russell, Lead Minister, 
Cornerstone Church in Nottingham
Nottingham is a diverse city that welcomes 
thousands of international students and 
scholars every year. At Cornerstone Church, 
we are in a prominent location on one of the 
major roads into the city centre, and we’ve 
welcomed internationals for many years. 

Why do we partner with Friends 
International? Because it enables us to be 
more effective in our mission, lifting our 
horizons to what God is doing around the UK 
in similar ministries, enabling us to learn from 
others, and make our contribution to sharing 
what we have found to be fruitful in our city.

Our free church pack includes helpful resources to inspire and 
start you on your way in ministry. Contact Jack to order yours: 
jack.bentley@friendsinternational.uk or 01920 460006.

Connect with your local Friends International Staff Worker.  
Search and find your local worker on our search page:  
www.friendsinternational.uk/search

 Becoming a Friends International Affiliate gives you access to attend  
our conferences and training days, as well as connecting you with a  
UK-wide network of international student workers.  

Find out more: affiliates@friendsinternational.uk

Why not start 
a ministry to 
international 
students at  

your church?
We need Friends 

International to keep  
us true to the Biblical 
vision of the gospel to 

the nations.

”

Become an 
Affiliate:

Get in  
touch:

Request  
a Church 

 Pack:

 
“I’ve long 

appreciated the work 
of Friends International. 

Their commitment to discipling, 
equipping and engaging students  

with the gospel – often from very  
closed places spiritually, but studying  
right on our doorstep – is as exciting as  
it is significant. Who knows where the 
ripple effects of such gospel ministry will 
end up? Get involved!”

Rev. Dave Gobbett, Lead 
Minister, Highfields Church  

in Cardiff

”
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Student  
Blogger Hi, my name is Alessandra and I am the new blogger for 

Friends International!  
You and I are going to spend an awesome 
year together, sharing experiences and some 
laughs as international students – but first, 
I thought we could start by getting to know 
each other more.

I was born in Peru – ‘the land of the 
Potatoes’, which explains my obsession with 
them. I moved to Spain with my family when 
I was eight years old. Ten years later, my 
father did something quite amazing, I mean, 
hugely amazing… he found a job in the land 
of haggis & tatties and men in kilts. 

This had been my dream since I was 14 years 
old: to study abroad for a degree in English. 
So, Scotland finally became my home.

I am now a third-year university student 
at Strathclyde University, in Glasgow. My 
major is in Biomedical Science and my heart 
is divided regarding my future career. Do I 
go into research and fight against cancer 
or become a biology teacher who inspires a 
thousand kids to do the former?

First, it is useful for you to know that I don’t 
really write with a sense of embarrassment 
but quite the opposite. I find beauty in being 
vulnerable and being able to laugh at myself. 

“Take my hand and let’s  
navigate life as international  
students together!”

So, let’s be ready to laugh about ourselves 
and read some “oops!” stories.

Being a foreigner has been a real adventure 
so far – from taking part in a huge drama 
production only a week after I arrived, 
to finding the most special people from 
all around the world - particularly my 
special friend, Alastair. Uni life has been so 
fascinating and although my degree is not 
quite what I expected at first, I have big 
ambitions for this upcoming academic year!

I would love to really fall in love with 
my major and get to be one of the most 
hard-working in my class. Emotionally 
and socially, I am so excited to make new 
friends and grow existing friendships! As 
a new member of the committee in the 
Christian Union, it would be great to see 
the whole group becoming more united 
and welcoming every single new student 
that comes to our university.

Yep, so many exciting things and challenges 
to come – but hey, we don’t have to do this 
alone. Take my hand and let’s navigate life 
as international students together!

My new friend, until next time.

Page 9
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Get to know  
me and follow  
the blog: www.

friendsinternational.
uk/blog
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A New 
Reach
The Reach 
Programme, 
a gap year 

for graduates 
to be trained 

in cross-cultural 
discipleship, has started 

again this September with 13 new 
volunteers.

The Reach Programme has been 
overseen by Rowland Hughes, who 
has served generously and with great 
commitment for over 
10 years. Now, he 
is handing over 
the reins to 
Jenny Brown 
(pictured), 
who has 
previously 
worked for 
UCCF, IFES 
and All Souls 
Langham Place.

 
You can 

view our Privacy 
Policy here: 

friendsinternational.
uk/privacy

Our  
New App

So, Friends International has launched an app for 
international students. This app will enable them to:

• Find their local events and international cafés
• Sign up to be hosted by local Christians
• Read our international student blog
• Access LifeUK, our guide to living in the UK
• Take part in competitions
• Contact their local staff worker

Please do promote this new app among the 
international students you know. If you would  
like to have some free promotional cards for  
the app, please contact our office:  
info@friendsinternational.uk or 01920 460006

Latest  
News

Thank you for  
your consent!
We would like to thank you for 
completing the recent GDPR form 
so that we can continue contacting 
you. Handling your data correctly is 
important to us.

Our New App  
for Students
The era of Mobile Apps is upon us. Apps 
have been around for a while, but in 
recent years we have reached a tipping 
point. Around 70% of digital traffic now 
comes from mobile devices.

Latest News
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Jenny Brown
Student  
Welcome Box 

We are delighted to be partnering with  
GB Mag again this September, with our  
promotional material featured in their  
Welcome Box. This box will be gifted to  
some 50,000 international students  
in the UK!

Another GB Mag project, in partnership  
with the Coop Supermarket, will see 

 welcome meals for new students 
paid for by Coop vouchers! The  

Coop will also be providing  
vouchers and recipe books  

to the students.

 
The app can be 

downloaded for free 
on Apple and  

Android devices.

w

Please pray for 
Jenny as she 

starts her role and 
for this new cohort 

of Reach 
Volunteers.

w



Can you meet the need?
We are striving to appoint new staff in several of our centres. 
These include key cities, such as Edinburgh and London, where 
10,000s of international students are perhaps never becoming 
aware of God’s plan for their lives.

 
If you want more 

internationals to hear the 
Good News then please help  
us by responding using the 
enclosed slip or by going to  

www.friendsinternational.uk/give

Thank you for  
your partnership.

Sometimes we may have good candidates, 
but they are overwhelmed by the challenge 
of raising support funds locally. So, we are 
looking to develop New Staff launch funds  
to help them get started.

Are you somebody who could step in  
to meet this need? £500 helps fund a  
new staff worker for an extra day each 
week for a month, £6,000 covers a  
whole year. Give

twitter.com/FriendsInt facebook.com/FriendsInt


