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“… do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10



This Year’s Priorities

National Annual 
Conference  

(10th-13th Jan)

Our national conference is a huge priority 
for all our staff every year. We thank God 
for the chance for us to learn together, 
challenge ourselves and involve our close 
working partners, such as Reach Trainees 
and Affiliates. Pray that it would be a time 
of blessing and refreshing for all, and that 
we would be prepared for the year ahead.

Partnerships
Partnerships are vital to 

effective ministry, and 
therefore another main priority. 

We partner with: churches, other student 
focused agencies, university authorities, 
chaplaincies, and others. Please pray 
specifically for Christian Unions Ireland 
(CUI), our partner in the Ireland project. 
They are currently raising funds with the 
aim of appointing new staff in the south 

of Ireland.

Infrastructure
Developing a healthy 

internal infrastructure will 
support the growing ministry. 

It may not be fashionable or flashy, but 
good admin and working practice enables 
healthy and stable growth. Pray as we seek 
to appoint an Operations Manager, and pray 
for the staff who have supervisor roles, that 
they would step up and help care for other 
staff, with good member care practices. 

Resources
Over the years Friends 

International has produced 
hundreds of resources to 

help churches in ministry to international 
students. Resourcing the church is a priority 
every year. Pray as we develop new tools 
to enable volunteers to better engage with 
and disciple international students. Pray 
specifically for new digital initiatives such 
as video training and new ideas for the app.
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Leeds Mission 
Week (4th-8th Feb)

February is a busy month 
of Christian Union (CU) missions, with 
many CUs running events and activities 
specifically for international students. The 
international student talks are not the 
‘English-made-easy’ version of the ‘main’ 
talks, rather they are an opportunity 
to address the different worldviews, 
presuppositions, apologetic questions 
and heart-issues that (particularly) non-
western students have, and to do so in 
an accessible, understandable, culturally 
sensitive way. Please pray that we would 
be able to do this. – Peter Teagle, Head of 
Events Speaking

Southampton 
Mission Week  

(11th-15th Feb)

Southampton University Christian Union’s 
events week includes an international or, 
maybe more accurately, cross-cultural 
track with Peter Teagle as speaker and FI 
staff as CU guests. Pray that students who 
come regularly to the CU’s iCafé and local 
international student events would come. 
We give thanks for the opportunity to share 
Jesus with them and those we will meet for 
the first time. – Susan Caddy, Staff Worker 
in Southampton

International Student Mission Weeks

Week 6 
11th Feb

Please give thanks 
for the students who 
have already signed 

up for hosting and who 
have been allocated 

host families.

Week 5 
4th Feb

Week 7 
18th Feb

Canterbury Mission 
Week (18th-22nd Feb)

Our events week will be involving 
two universities and their CUs. There will be 
lunch bars with talks on each day run by a 
team from UCCF. CUs in cooperation with 
Friends International will hold international 
meals every evening, and gospel talks. Pray for 
the planning committee, for the speakers who 
will be preparing talks, and for students that 
their hearts would be touched. – Baiba Strause-
Kalmere, Staff Worker in Canterbury 

Lancaster Mission 
Week (26th Feb – 2nd Mar)

This year we are helping the 
CU run an international student track at 
their mission; this will be over a meal, 
with Tom Hudson (Staff Worker in 
Durham) speaking. Please pray that 
many come and respond to the 
gospel! We will use the week to 
trial working more closely with 
the CU, so please also pray 
that this becomes a launch 
pad for future ministry. 
– Jamie Haxby, Staff 
Worker in Lancaster

Week 8 
25th Feb



Hosting Students

Hosting in Belfast
Give thanks for over twenty students from 

different countries who have signed up through 
the Friends International app for Belfast’s new 

local hospitality scheme. The app has made it possible to 
connect with students who otherwise wouldn’t come into 
contact with us. Pray for additional families and individuals to 
be willing to serve as hosts and befriend students throughout 
the year and for trusting relationships to develop! – Kim 
Becker, Staff Worker in Belfast 

Hosting in Manchester
We thank God for the increase in students 

signing up for hosting this year. Pray that God 
would provide new hosts to meet the increased 

demand and that the visits would create opportunities for 
hosts to share God’s love and speak about Jesus. – Gail Byrne, 
Manchester Hosting Scheme Administrator

Hosting in Guildford
Please give thanks for the students who have 

already signed up for hosting and who have 
been allocated host families, that those meals 

with hosts will bear fruitful conversations and friendships. 
Please pray for more students to sign up and that the new 
app will work well for students. – Dave Pratt, Guildford 
Hosting Scheme Administrator

TRUE Leadership
TRUE Leadership is a three day retreat for 

international students. It has been such an 
inspiration to me. Once students arrive and take 

part they really start to change and we see a big difference 
in them. Please pray for the next retreat in June 2019, that 
students who are seekers will encounter Jesus in a real way. Pray 
that more cities will catch the vision for TRUE Leadership as they 
share about it. – Wynelle Cowdery, Staff Worker in Portsmouth
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Week 11 
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Week 12 
25th Mar

Please give thanks 
for the students who 
have already signed 

up for hosting and who 
have been allocated 

host families.

”
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in particular preparing them for the issues 
they will face on their return home. – 
Rowland Hughes, Staff Worker in Cardiff

Glasgow City 
Centre Café

A student from a Muslim-
majority country has been 

coming every week and has made good 
friends with many of us. They have been 
very open about their beliefs and how they 
wish to experience God. Please pray for 
them, that God would touch their heart 
and they would see that He responds and 
cares for them. – Rebecca Mann, Staff 
Worker in Glasgow

Cafés in 
Bournemouth

Bournemouth is home to 
several international cafés, 

especially attracting language students. 
Please pray that we would get more 
volunteers. Pray that the gospel would be 
explained in a clear way, as their level of 
English can be low. Please pray university 
students will join and feel that they can be 
part of it. – Antoine Thenin, Staff Worker  
in Bournemouth

International Cafés & Word Alive

Wee World Café 
in Edinburgh

The Wee World Café had low 
numbers last term, with only 

a few coming each week. However, we 
thank God for the deeper relationships 
we have been able to build and the 
opportunities for Bible Study. Pray that, 
as we trial several changes, we will attract 
more students, and that the café will be a 
place of community where people will feel 
welcome. – Joanna Manners, Staff Worker 
in Edinburgh 

Word Alive 
Conference 1

Word Alive (13th – 18th April 
2019) is taking place in Prestatyn, 

North Wales. Please pray for Peter Teagle 
who will once again lead the morning 
Bible talks, this time on the book of Acts, 
and Chris Richardson who will be giving 
one of the talks. Please also pray for those 
leading the seminars and the various small 
groups (held in a number of languages). – 
Rowland Hughes, Staff Worker in Cardiff

Word Alive 
Conference 2

Please pray that we 
would have a good number of 

international students attending the track, 
and that they would have a great time of 
fellowship (especially making friends with 
those from their own country). Pray that 
the gospel would be communicated clearly 
and applied to their everyday life situations, 
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Seventeen weeks of prayer points

We would like 
to say a huge 

thank you to all 
our supporters who 
faithfully give to the 
ministry of Friends 

International around 
the UK.
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