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Tom and his wife Daniela live in Prague with their 
young family. He grew up in an atheist family 

in communist Czechoslovakia, where 
everyone he knew was an atheist. This 
is the story of how God used Friends 
International to intervene in Tom’s life. 

I thought those who were Christians were a bit 
weird. After finishing my first degree in Prague, I 

ended up in Cambridge as a language student and I 
was astonished that some of the people who studied 

at the most prestigious university were Christians - they 
believed in God. I had selfish motives to attend a seekers 
Bible study, and that was to acquire English for free 
through conversation. However, as the Bible was opened 
to me and people led us through the Gospels and the 
stories of Jesus, I began to see, practically, Jesus walking 
off the pages into my heart. It didn’t take long. I gave my 
life to Jesus after reading Philippians chapter 2. 

The ‘seeker’ Bible study was organised by Friends 
International in Cambridge. The activities impacted me. 
It was a community of warm and welcoming people. 

I was touched by their genuine interest in my life, and 
that they were intentional in pointing me to the Bible, 

welcoming me to a Bible study group, and meeting me for 
coffee. They also gave me opportunities to serve. 

Some of my best memories of my time with Friends 
International include the welcome lunches, the international 

cafés and dance evenings. There was a particular dance called 
Oxo which I still remember. I also remembered meeting John 

Stott. He greeted me in fluent Czech and spoke about God as the 
God of mission. It was fascinating. It changed my life and helped me 

to make a decision about ministry in the Czech Republic.  

Today there are around 55,000 international students in the Czech 
Republic1 including students from Turkey, Latin America and across Asia.  

We are praying for this group to grow and impact the local university.
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 Leading Thoughts

The celebrations began at 
our annual conference 

in January, when we 
were joined by former 
staff and colleagues 
from through the 

years. Together, we 
recounted the story of 

how Friends International 
was born and started reaching 

out to international students. Throughout the 
twists and turns of ministry we have always 
been aware of God’s unfailing guidance and 
provision, His generosity and loving kindness. 

From inspirational stories of hope to 
testimonies of lives transformed, we celebrated 
the legacy our staff and volunteers have 
created. We rejoiced that others have come to 
faith during their time with us and have gone 
on to serve God in wonderful and sometimes 
prominent ways. International students like 
Tom who came to a Friends International 
English class in Cambridge hoping to improve 
his language for free, but found Jesus and now 
leads a major ministry among students back in 
the Czech Republic, his home country.

We have five regional events taking place 
around the UK and Ireland over the next 
few months, as well as the local events 
our Centres are organising. Do come and 
celebrate with us! [full details are on page 18]. 

In Psalm 86 we read that: ‘All the nations you 
have made will come and worship before you, 
Lord; they will bring glory to your name. For 
you are great and do marvellous deeds; you 
alone are God’. We are God’s servants and 
through volunteering, prayerful support and 
donations you are enabling more international 
students to experience God’s blessing. Thank 
you for what is already possible and has been 
for many years in many cases, and let’s look 
ahead to what is possible as we embark on 
the next 40!

Opportunity is published by Friends International 
Ministries. Editor: Allen Moxham. ©2025.
Friends International, The Rowan Centre, All Nations 
Christian College, Easneye, Ware, Herts SG12 8LX
Tel: 01920 460006  
Email: info@friendsinternational.uk  
Web: www.friendsinternational.uk
Friends International 
Ministries is a charity  
registered in England and 
Wales (1094095) and in 
Scotland (SC 048838).
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We all like a celebration even if we have differing ideas of 
what makes a good party. My mountainside reflection with 
friends may be very different from your action-packed festival 
or nights out on the town! Throughout 2025 as well as running 
our normal outreach and discipleship activities, we are taking time 
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of Friends International’s ministry  
of sharing friendship and faith with international students around the 
UK and Ireland.

‘All the nations you 
have made will come 
and worship before 
you, Lord’. Psalm 86v9

To contact us 
scan this code:

Everyone I knew was  
an atheist and then  

God intervened 
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 I began to  
see, practically, 
Jesus walking  
off the pages 
into my heart. 

“

1 Czechia: one in five students are international, research says  
https://thepienews.com/czechia-one-in-five-students-are-international/
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Increasing numbers of 
international students arriving 
in the UK, particularly London.

1945

40 years of Mission 

Beginning of Summer 
Teams for international 
students in Bournemouth. 
Gordon Showell-Rogers 
joined an early team.

1969

Timeline

Max and Pat Kershaw 
sent to UK from ISI to 
research a national 
International Student 
Ministry movement.

International Student Christian 
Services (ISCS) trust launched. 
Links with potential for ISM made 
in ten cities. Training seminars 
started in London.

Reach developed 
with Kirsten Wynn 

leading, moving 
from Bath to be 

based in London.

1990

1985

1983

The Support 
Centre moved to 

the Putney office. 
1996

Name change to Friends International 2002

January Conference, meeting as the wider FI family 
around worship, prayer and the Word. To network, 
celebrate, encourage, learn, and dream up plans for 
the next 40 years.

2025

Move of Support 
Centre to All Nations 
Christian College 

2011

Life Leadership starts, 
through Joel Callow, 
and Leadership 
Forum inaugurated 

2015

Philip Project Bible 
engagement training 

started through 
Wanyeki Mahaiani. 

1999

Apprentice 
programme 
further
developed by 
Jenny Brown

2020
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Across the world the numbers of international 
students have grown significantly over the 
last 40 years. Mission agencies, churches 
and Christian networks have responded 
accordingly. International student education 
is now a global phenomenon. A growing 
number of Christians worldwide are actively 
engaging in international student ministry 
with Friends International playing a key role in 
this movement. Motivated and supported by 
strong regional and global networks in Europe, 
North America, and the emerging Asia-Pacific 
sphere, these ministries are fostering healthy 
collaboration and impactful outreach across 
diverse cultures and communities.

Tom and Stacey Bieler, of Christian Unions 
Ireland, have been serving international 
students for over 40 years. Commenting on 
some of the key changes they have observed, 
they said; “While the appeal of ISM has always 
been to ensure international students return 
to their countries with positive opinions of 
Christianity, today more families expect their 
graduates to find jobs outside of their own 
countries to gain financial benefits and status 
for their families. On some campuses there are 
students from more than 100 countries.” 

ISM is a great training ground in cross-
cultural communication for those interested 

in global mission and although ISM is better 
known in churches, it often remains on the 
periphery of long-term planning. However, 
right from the ‘get-go’ international student 
missionaries have displayed an unwavering 
commitment to share the vision with the 
Church and a willingness to collaborate and 
partner with other ministries. This happens at 
the local level between international student 
ministries, churches and campus ministries, 
at the national and regional level between 
organisations, and at the global level within 
and between global denominations, ministry 
and mission networks. 

Leiton E. Chinn, ISM Network leader, says; 
“We need ministries like Friends International 
to be people from the ‘tribe of Issachar’ who 
understand the times and what to do about it, 
valuing research and strategic applications.’’ 

Looking Outwards
Rebecca Davies, a Friends International 
Centre Team Leader and co-ordinator of the 
IFES Europe ISM Network, thinks that Friends 
International provides a great model for 
churches globally who want to learn how to 
reach internationals. She says, “I believe that 
in the UK and Ireland we are in a massively 
blessed position with so many churches 
and Christians uniting behind the vision of 
ISM, providing amazing access to resources, 
funding and volunteers. Being aware of our 
privilege in international student ministry 
and to keep looking outwards is a major 
challenge, while being generous with our 
resources and support for other movements 
that don’t have the same opportunities.”

Rebecca continued, “Receiving many 
international students from all over the 
world, we are in a position to not only reach 
non-Christian students while they’re with 
us, but also to train and prepare Christian 
internationals for wherever they go next. 
Training programmes like the Philip Project 
and the Reach programme, are valuable 

contributions to set students 
up well for moving elsewhere 
and taking what they have 
learned to their new context.”

Future Vision 
As the number of international students 
continues to grow, Tom and Stacey Bieler have 
called on ISM leaders to recruit more people 
to get involved! They say, “Each generation 
of students needs to be invited to catch the 
vision of becoming friends with international 
students in their classes. Our vision is that 
returning Christians will be known for their 
servant leadership across society so that 
decision-makers in their country will grow 
in their trust and appreciation of Christian 
influence and values.”

Rebecca feels there is plenty of potential for 
Friends International to build international 
partnerships, to learn and to contribute 
globally to the ministry. She says, “One of 
the opportunities is that especially in Europe, 
many other countries are receiving more and 
more international students. We have a lot 
of wisdom to share especially in the ways we 
engage with local churches and volunteers. 
Conversely, we can learn from national 
movements where the church lacks resources 
or is a young church but continues to reach 
out to international students. It’s a humbling 
experience to see people’s enthusiasm, ideas 
and outreach with fewer resources or funding, 
and the bravery they have when doing it.” 

It has always been part of our vision at 
Friends International to be a friend and a 
partner to other ISM movements around 
the world. Friends International’s National 
Director at the time, Richard Weston, 
participated in the initial global gathering 
of ISM leaders, and Friends International has 
been a significant partner and contributor to 
the global ISM movement since that initial 
Lausanne event in Thailand in 2004. Long 
may it continue!

As we celebrate Friends International 40th anniversary serving and 
growing friendship and faith in the UK and Ireland we are also excited 
by the growth of International Student Ministry [ISM] globally. 

Global 
View

Global View



Seventeen weeks of prayer points
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Thank you for your continued prayers 
and support for international students.

Prayer Diary April – July 2025  |  Page 9

April  July 2025
Prayer Diary
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How can we build ‘communities of hope’ 
among international students?
This is a great aspiration in our deeply 
unstable world. Made in the image of the 
Triune God, we’re relational beings. Christians 
are well-placed to build community: by being 
ourselves (naturally bringing Jesus to the 
table), welcoming and listening. 

Maybe one small cross-cultural tip: in lots 
of cultures, you honour others by accepting 
hospitality. So, co-creating events sometimes 
creates deeper ownership. And as everybody 
in Friends International knows, food is central 
to building community. It’s both culturally 
transferable and very biblical.

What have been the key factors to your 
longevity as a mission leader?
I think we’ve got this far because others pray 
for us, because we’ve been in teams all our 
lives and because of the astonishing grace 
of God. It’s an extraordinary privilege that 
the Living God invites us into His mission on 
earth. Who wouldn’t want to jump at that 
and stick at it, if they can?

Personally, I think that it helps not to take 
ourselves too seriously: it’s not about us. 
Meanwhile my wife, Jane, points out that 
it’s also helpful both to retain a good sense 
of humour and to keep our expectations of 
fellow Christians at a realistic level!

What memories stand out most from  
your time as National Director at  
Friends International? 
From the early seminars which created a 
sense of community and mutual support  
to organising Easter weekends for 
internationals and host families, and the 
first consultations for international student 
workers across Europe, there are so many 
highlights and memories of answers to  
prayer and brilliant people.

When founder, Pat Kershaw, graciously tried to 
help Peter Hayden and myself develop policies 
and procedures for this emerging agency and 
movement, I remember wondering if I’d really 
signed up for this level of detail! But 40 years 
later, it’s clear that her hard work with the two 
of us inexperienced young leaders paid off.

Leadership 
Interview 

Gordon Showell-Rodgers served as Friends International’s National 
Director from 1988 to 1999. An influencer, leader and pioneer, 
Gordon is currently involved in Christian Daily International and  
the Refugee Highway Partnership among other things.  
We asked Gordon three key questions: 

His Mission 
on Earth CE
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Easter 
Mike and Rachel Hill/ Raquel Medina/ Kirsten 
Wynn, Birmingham / Norwich / London Please pray 
for our ‘Walk Through Easter’ events for international 

students and women’s groups. Pray for the Easter lunch for 
international students in Norwich, including an explanation of 

the Easter story. Please pray for the international student trip to the Easter 
passion play in Trafalgar Square. 

Friends International, UK and Ireland  
International students from around the country are attending the Big 
Weekend Away (11th-14th April) in Wales. Please pray for safe travels 

and eye-opening encounters with Jesus during the weekend. Pray that 
those who attend will be challenged and equipped to thrive in their faith 

after they return home.

Tim Stanyon, Loughborough  
Please pray as we follow up with those who attended Easter events and that 
Jesus would meet with them. Pray that many would sign up to our Bible 

studies this term and that we’d be able to put them in touch with Christians in 
their home countries. Pray for us as we think about our summer programme for 

those staying in the UK.
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Week 1 
7th Apr

Week 2 
14th Apr

Week 3 
21st Apr

Week 4 
28th Apr

International Student Outreach Events
Harriet Ngugi, Cambridge	   
Pray for the Cambridge International Outreach, that we would be able to recruit the 
right people across the teams and that their preparation would 

be straightforward. Pray for the event coordinator, Jenny 
Hunter, and for the rest of the team to have wisdom and 

clarity in planning the details of the programme. 

Stephen Horrocks-Birss/Raquel Medina,  
St Andrews/Norwich 
Pray for St Andrews’ Faith and Storytelling 

group where international students share 
their own experiences on a topic as an 

introduction to discussion of a Bible passage. Ask 
God that they would recognise the beauty and 
uniqueness of Christ and the Bible’s story. Pray for 
the Think Home Day, a whole day to prepare 
international students in Norwich to return home, 
run in partnership with the university.

Bethany Marsh, Aberdeen 
Pray for God’s hand to be upon a new weekly programme we’re 
hosting. In response to interest from students and local supporters, we’re 

organising a weekly music jam session on Tuesday nights. We’ve had both 
Christian and non-Christian students interested in worship music in the past and 
we are praying that God uses this time in mighty ways.

Kirsten Wynn, London 
Please pray for our London International Outreach 25th May - 1st June, based 
in Stratford, east London. Pray for good relationships on the team and with 

local churches. Pray for contact with international students who have hearts 
ready to hear and respond to the gospel. 

Graham Stockton, Manchester  
Please pray that many students from Manchester will join this day outing to All 
Saints Church, Marple (7th June) and that good relationships will be built, with 

international students and local churches. Pray for the Manchester International 
Outreach (28th June – 12th July), to be able to recruit a full team as well as sufficient 

hosts and cooks from local churches. Pray that the events are well attended and 
international students are drawn to Jesus.

Helen Morrissey, Exeter 
This is the final week of our term-time events. We will be handing out copies of the 
Returning Home booklet as gifts to students who are leaving. Pray that students will 

make the most of this final opportunity to pick up free Bibles and other Christian 
literature so they leave feeling supported by us, and understand more about the love that 

Jesus has for them. 

Week 5 
5th May

Week 6 
12th May

Week 7 
19th May

Week 8 
26th May

Week 9 
2nd June

Week 10 
9th June

40th Anniversary 

Friends International,  
UK and Ireland  
Pray for the 40th 

anniversary events 
taking place up 

and down the country. 
Please pray for the 
preparations, speakers 
and that all the spaces 
available will be filled. 
Pray that people will 
be inspired and 
envisioned, by what 
they hear, to start  
or renew their 
partnership with  
Friends International.
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Giving Thanks and Celebration
Lilli Jones, Guildford  
Graduations are always a great time to celebrate with 
our students and to give thanks that we have been 
able to journey with them for a while. Please pray for 

our graduates as many of them struggle after leaving 
uni, losing their support community and having to find jobs etc. 
It has been very tough for many of them.

Ruth Duffin, Leicester 
A number of Christian international students who 
joined us in Leicester this year, have expressed an interest 

in joining international student outreaches in other local 
centres. Pray that this is an encouraging time for them and will equip 

them for future ministry.

Susan Caddy, Southampton and Winchester 
Having been praying for a long time for more contact with international students 
at Solent University, we are very thankful this year for a small group of Solent 

students who have been coming along to everything we do, including our seeker 
Bible Study. Pray for new Solent students as they arrive.

Matthew Brindley, Durham 
Give thanks that local churches and Durham Uni Christian Union are meeting with 
Friends International to discuss a sustainable model for international student ministry 

going forwards. This feels like a big moment for ISM in Durham. Please pray for us as 
we meet with church, UCCF representatives and students to start this conversation.

Matthew Ojo, Portsmouth 
In Portsmouth we are rebuilding our ministry so please pray particularly that  
local churches take up the opportunity to become local link hosts for  

international students.

Week 12 
23rd June

Week 13 
30th June

Week 14 
7th July

Week 15 
14th July
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Week 11 
16th June 

Baiba Strause-Kalmere, Canterbury 
Pray for the planning of Canterbury Summer International Outreach events - for 
team recruitment and good links with language schools and universities, and that 

international students who turn up would have open hearts. 

James Adair, Sunderland  
Please pray that many students and recent graduates would be keen to attend the 
Bible studies on offer over the summer period. Please pray that students who have 

never read the Bible before would take part and upon doing so, they would be keen 
to continue looking into the truth of the gospel.

Week 16 
21st July

QuizInternational Student Outreach Events (cont)

Week 17 
28th July

Anniversary Quiz

Order your Friends International 
Hoodie
What better way to 
celebrate our 40th 
anniversary than by 
ordering a Friends 
International hoodie. 
Available now in  
various sizes  
and colours  
just scan the  
QR code  
to order. 

Answers: 1. 1985, 2. 2002, 3. International Student Christian Services, 4. We estimate 95,000 as detailed records were not 
kept in 1985, 5. 35, 6. 12,790, 7. Reach, 8. Catherine Weston, 9. 388, 10. Derby

Questions:

1  What year was FI founded (as ISCS)? 

2  What year was the name changed to Friends International?  

3  What did ISCS stand for?  

4  ��How many international students were there in the  
UK and Ireland in 1985? 

5  �How many Friends International local centres are there  
across the UK and Ireland? 

6  �How many international students do Friends International  
engage with annually? 

7  �What’s the name of Friends International’s  
cross-cultural discipleship programme? 

8  Who has been the longest serving member of staff?

 

9  How many churches does Friends International work with?  

10  �Where is the latest place we are planning  
to open a local centre in the UK? 
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One of the great encouragements 
of international student ministry 
is seeing international students 
develop a passion for mission 
themselves. Three of our Friends 
International staff workers, 
Penny, Charis, and Carol, share 
their experience of international 
student ministry having previously 
been international students.

Friendship 
After having the opportunity to attend 
Friends International events as a student, 
Carol found herself ‘amazed by how humble 

and loving the volunteers were’. This was 
solidified when she realised that her closest 
Friends International local Centre had a 
prayer diary and there had been people 
praying for her throughout her time as a 
student. Carol shares, “That impacted me a 
lot and it made me want to say ‘okay, I want 
to be one of them’”. 

Charis had a similar experience. She 
remembers her local church being “so 
hospitable and it just welcomed so many 
people along with my friends”, and as a result 
three of her friends came to faith. 

Emulating this friendship and hospitality to 
others is not something which is exclusive 

to full-time ministry. Charis encourages 
international students to start where they are. 
She comments, “If you are an international 
student, you might be in a cross-cultural 
setting already, so ask yourself ‘who are the 
people you can serve?’” She continues, “Often 
it is from asking that question that God will 
open the doors for you to explore”. 

Penny remembers from her own experience 
of being discipled as a student, that it was 
having the opportunity to get involved 
in international student ministry while 
she was still studying, which led to her 
discovering a passion for evangelism. Penny 
remembers praying that ‘it would be great 
to be used more by God so that other 
international students can experience the life 
transformations that happened to me’. God 
answered her prayer and soon afterwards an 
opportunity opened up for her to undertake 
an apprenticeship at her church focusing on 
international student ministry which led to a 
role with Friends International. 

Faith
Penny, Charis, and Carol all agree that 
being involved in ministry is not easy. Charis 
advises any international students who are 
considering going into full-time ministry, 
“To be aware of our own personal journey 
with God” and take time to develop your 

own faith and relationship 
with God. For those who are 
experiencing culture shock 
alongside ministry challenges, 
it is important to be able to 
turn to God as a refuge in all things.

Prayer has been an important part of Charis’ 
journey into ministry. Her home church 
organises regular prayer meetings for mission, 
praying for the gospel to go out to those from 
other countries. She is certain that her “seeds 
for the mission were actually planted at that 
time…I just didn’t know!”, and that “prayer is 
so important: if you have the passion, pray 
and make a commitment to prayer”. 

Finances
Looking back at her journey of growing in 
Christ, Penny shares that God has used the area 
of finance to stretch her faith: She testifies, “In 
my personal journey, what has grown my faith 
the most is experiencing God’s provision year 
by year”. She advises international students 
considering going into full-time ministry to 
give God a chance to prove his faithfulness by 
providing for your needs. Asking God to provide 
funds to pave the way for your ministry can feel 
like a huge step, but Penny says failing to do so 
“would not be allowing God to do miracles in 
your life”. 

Carol echoes this as she reflects on her 
year as a Reach trainee: “When you see the 
Reach programme, you may think ‘I need to 
raise every penny or to give up my life, but 
actually I found it is an amazing experience 
to put your trust in God in that one year, to 
take a risk and be bold.”

For Penny, Charis, and Carol, God used 
friendship, faith and finances to grow their 
faith and their journey into international 
student ministry. We can’t be sure where God 
is going to lead us but as the Book of Isaiah 
promises, ‘Those who hope in the LORD will 
renew their strength. They will soar on wings 
like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint’.

Friendship, Faith, and 
Finances: Growing in Christ

 
It would be 

great to be used 
more by God so that 
other international 

students can experience 
the life transformations 

that happened  
to me

”

Mission



In Safe Hands:  
The Directors’ View

remain Christ-focused as an evangelical 
mission, helping us maintain integrity 
while negotiating a diversity of views on 
other issues as a multicultural, multi-
denominational staff team. 

At the recent Lausanne Congress in South 
Korea, the buzzword was collaboration, a 
sentiment which is reflected in our mission 
and vision statements. We can’t do it alone; 
and want to reach international students 
with the gospel. A key part of that journey 

At the annual conference in January, the Directors of Friends 
International reflected on the core values that lead and guide the 
ministry as it seeks to share friendship and faith with international 
students across the UK and Ireland. Alan Tower explained, “We see 
the necessity of these values – they link together and overlap as we 
pray for international students, meeting them in local churches with 
local volunteers, caring for the whole of their lives and opening God’s 
Word to them. In the past year alone, we know of 68 international 
students who have made a commitment to follow Jesus”.
Prayer is a vital part of our lives and ministry. 
Personal prayer is key, but we also pray 
together as teams in centres and in our 
larger clusters. Prayer happens corporately 
as we join together as regions or at our 
leadership forum and national conference. 
The Lord keeps us dependent on Him in 
prayer. When we pray, we are reminded that 
God is in control, not us! 

The Bible is our authority, source of teaching 
and model of ministry, ensuring that we 
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of salvation is joining a local church, the 
visible part of the body of Christ. While we 

encourage international students to join 
churches that are like-minded in vision 
and values, no representation is perfect, 
but still they are part of God’s plan. 

Partnership – At the heart of how 
we operate are our prayer and 
financial partners, making it all 
possible as we join together to 
minister to international students. 
Locally we work with churches, CUs, 
chaplaincies, volunteers, branches, 
all vital in seeing international 
student ministry flourish. 
Partnership is about building and 
sustaining long term ministry and 
together seeing the vision that God 

has given us fulfilled, as international 
students join in the mission of the 

Church around the world. 

We care deeply for the international 
students we minister to, caring for their 

physical, mental, emotional and spiritual 
lives, taking note of the impact on their work 
and home lives. We believe that by making 
time to talk about life’s encouragements, 
struggles and challenges our staff can 
develop meaningful relationships as they 
meet and care for international students. 

Culture – Friends International is such a 
diverse group of people: one in three of our 
staff are not from the UK. As we interact 
with one another, with churches, and with 
internationals we seek to reflect our new 
culture in Christ and emphasise that we  
are one in Christ. We celebrate culture in  
the understanding that we belong to a 
higher culture where former differences  
of race, language and being are  
subservient to being one in Christ. 

Servanthood – Our ministry is not about 
building a Friends international empire 
but working together to serve God in his 
ministry among international students. 

In response to a question 
about how best to prepare 
returning international 
students, a Chinese church 
leader replied: “Teach 
them to serve”. An important lesson. We 
aim to model this consistently by giving 
international students opportunities to go 
and serve at our cafés, mission weeks and 
local events. 

We believe all staff are unique and we seek 
to utilise their God-given gifts to realise 
their full potential. Personal growth and 
professional development are key, and we 
are always on the lookout for opportunities 
where members of the team can take up 
new roles and responsibilities or benefit from 
additional training or academic study. We 
love seeing international students, who we 
first saw as Reach trainees, join staff and 
even go on to become Centre Team Leaders 
or get involved in other areas of ministry.

We offer these values to you because it is our 
intention to be transparent with those who 
share our commitment to serve international 
students. We pray that together we will be 
faithful to the vision God has given us and 
continue to be a blessing to international 
students across the UK and Ireland.

Core  
Values
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Belfast – Sat 7th June 
Venue: Riddel Hall, 185 Stranmillis Road, Belfast BT9 5EE Time: 19:00 - 21:00

Manchester – Sat 17th May 
Venue: Elmwood Church, Eccles Old Road, Salford M6 8AG 
Time: 18:00 – 21:00

Edinburgh – Sat 26th April 
Venue: Charlotte Chapel, Shandwick Place, EH2 4RT Time: 12:00 – 14:00

Latest  
News

Page 18 |   Opportunity April – July 2025

Giving

Page 19

 

40 years of Growing Friendship and Faith with 
International Students. To mark the occasion 

join us at one of the special anniversary celebrations 
taking place across the UK. You’ll hear from people 

whose lives have been changed, listen to key Christian 
leaders and learn more about our vision for the future.  

Book your place now…

To book your place please go to: 
www.friendsinternational.uk/40th-anniversary-events or use the QR code. 

We’re
Celebrating!

London – Sat 10th May 
Venue: East London Tabernacle Baptist Church, 9 Burdett Road,  
London E3 4TU Time: 11.30 – 14:30

Cardiff – Sat 31st May 
Venue: Highfields Church, Monthermer Road, Cathays,  
Cardiff, CF24 4QW Time: 10:00 – 13:00

New Centre to Open in Derby 
Partnership with the local church is integral to Friends 
International’s ministry. Working with evangelical churches 
and a number of faithful and committed affiliates, we are 
pleased to announce plans to open a Friends International 
Centre in the historical city of Derby. The city is home to 
over 3,000 international students from 100 countries and 
the new Centre will enable Friends International teams to 
reach out to the city’s increasing international student population. A number of 
churches have committed to pray and donate financially to the project, and we 
are now recruiting for a Centre Team Leader to spearhead our ministry in Derby. 
We are excited by the openings we are seeing across the UK and Ireland, as we 
work out our vision to share friendship and faith with international students.

Helen 
“When I was introduced to Friends International many years ago, I 
was really struck by their dual vision of reaching the nations for Christ 
through local hospitality to the strangers in our midst. Mobilising 
individuals and churches to support this ministry makes it personal to 
each Christian and offers opportunities to build relationships with those 
from other cultures and nations.”

Stephen 
“I appreciate both the strategic and the pastoral nature of Friends 
International’s ministry. As a long-term supporter of Friends 
International, I wanted to leave a legacy to them as part of my 
commitment to this mission to facilitate their ongoing work.”

Joan 
“It is such a privilege to see international students from all over the 
world experience God’s love through Friends International and some 
come to faith in Christ through this ministry. I wholeheartedly support 
Friends International financially and have therefore included a legacy in 
my will. I praise God for them!”

 
Anthony & Ela  
“It is a privilege to support Friends International personnel as they can 
reach international students where we as individuals may not be able to 
do so. We know that there are lasting friendships created through trust 
developed when they are here, even if faith doesn’t immediately follow.”

We asked a group of faithful, long-term supporters of Friends 
International why they chose to give and support our ministry 
outreach to international students.

40 years of your  
generous support

Could this be you?  
Could you partner with us?
Thank you to all of you who have faithfully supported Friends International 
over the years. We are so grateful for every one of you who choose to 
financially support our ministry – thank you!
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@friendsint @friendsint @friendsintl

Building Strong Foundations 
Your generous support has enabled us to reach and support thousands of 
international students with the good news of Jesus over the past 40 years. 
Your donations are instrumental in helping us to engage with many more 
international students over the next 40 years.

Help us to build strong foundations for a lifetime of fruitful ministry.  
Some examples of what your giving could achieve include:

£4 per week Would fully fund a low-income student to attend ‘The Big Weekend 
Away’ and help disciple and prepare them for their return home. 

£40 per month Would help contribute towards a staff worker, apprentice staff 
worker or Reach trainee’s ministry costs. 	

£4,000 this year Would help provide seed-funding for a new ministry centre, to 
expand our presence and reach among international students.

To help celebrate our 40 years of dedicated ministry to international students, 
could you give a one-off or monthly gift? 

Please consider donating today at  
www.friendsinternational.uk/donate  
or alternatively click on the QR code
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